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TEXT  

Luke 18:1-8

1And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray 
and not lose heart. 2He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who 
neither feared God nor respected man. 3And there was a widow in that city  
who kept coming to him and saying, 'Give me justice against my 
adversary.' 4For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, 
'Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5yet because this widow keeps 
bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by 
her continual coming.'" 6And the Lord said, "Hear what the unrighteous 
judge says. 7And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day 
and night?  Will he delay long over them? 8I tell you, he will give justice 
to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on earth?"

Do the names Mark Ciavarella or Mike Conahan mean anything 
to you? Last year they made the national news. Two 
Pennsylvania judges who confessed to taking more than $2.6 
million in kickbacks. Did the kickbacks come from the Mafia? 
No. Did they come from some dirty corporation trying to keep 
from losing a massive lawsuit? No. The kickbacks came from a 
privately owned juvenile lock-up. They were payment for 
putting kids in jail. This is what the two judges did. 

One judge worked it so that the privately owned juvenile lock-
up acquired a contract with the state. The other judge made sure 
there were plenty of juvenile inmates for the lock-up. 
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How did he pull that off? He sentenced kids to lock-up for even 
the smallest of first-time offenses. Kids like Eric Stefanski. Eric 
was twelve years old when he appeared in Judge Ciavarella’s 
courtroom. His offense? He’d gone joyriding in his mother’s 
car, ran over a barrier, and damaged the underside of the car. No 
one was injured. Eric’s mother thought that appearing in court 
would be good for him, give him a little scare. But she didn’t 
anticipate that the judge would sentence Eric to two years in 
that same privately owned juvenile detention center. That’s just 
one of an estimated 2,500 cases in which Judge Ciavarella 
railroaded kids into jail. And how were these two shameless 
judges finally brought to justice? Parents and youth advocacy 
groups just kept complaining to the state until they were finally 
heard.  

So also, we are to keep pressing God for justice, to keep 
praying that Judgment Day will soon come. Now, why again 
would we want to pray for Judgment Day to come soon? That is 
what Jesus will hopefully explain to us through this parable. 

Jesus tells a story about a judge very much like those two in 
Pennsylvania. A judge who has no sense of shame, no sense of 
honor. Who respects neither God nor people. A judge who 
decides cases based on how much money is in it for him. And 
there is a widow in the story, who does not have the means to 
bribe the judge. Without a bribe, the shameless judge won’t 
even take the time to hear her case. So, in her case, justice is 
delayed. 

But she doesn’t sit back and wait. Rather, she keeps coming 
back to him and saying, Give me justice against my adversary. 
And she kept coming back and kept coming back. 

Finally, the shameless judge decides to hear her case and give 
her justice. Why? Because he finally gets a conscience, or was 
it because he wanted his honor in the community restored? No. 
He still didn’t respect God or man. He gave her justice because 
he was tired of her bothering him. She gave him a headache. 
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Jesus is saying, If a widow without the means to bribe him 
can still get a corrupt judge to give her justice through 
persistent screaming, how much more can we expect to get 
justice from the Righteous Judge, the Lord, through 
persistent praying for Judgment Day to come soon. 

And we thought the parable was about persistent prayer in 
general. 

Yet, Jesus was very specific about what the widow was 
screaming for, namely justice. And He is very specific about 
what He wants us to persistently pray for. Verse 7: Justice. 

Verse eight: Justice. And in the final phrase of this section 
what’s He talking about? The Final Justice. When the Son of 
Man comes will He find faith on the earth? He’s talking about 
that Final Justice, the Final Judgment. 

When the Son of Man comes the second time to judge the 
living and the dead, will He find followers who have remained 
in faith in Him, faithful to the end? 

Good question, because we are in the same precarious position 
as that of the widow in the parable. She is not the pampered 
darling of her village. She has an adversary, she says. Give me 
justice against my adversary, she cries. Her adversary is the 
kind of person who steals the inheritances of widows and 
orphans. Who forecloses on their property illegally. Who 
devours the living of widows and orphans. She has an 
adversary, and does she think that conditions will improve if 
she can just wait him out? No. She wants justice and soon. 

So also we have an adversary who goes about seeking whom he 
may devour. Who tries to discourage us as we’re doing the 
Lord’s work. Who tries to get us to lose heart, so that we would 
then compromise our faith and break the vows we made at our 
Baptism and repeated at our Confirmation. We have an 
adversary. It’s not any government or church or agency. Our 
adversary is the devil, who wants us to be found faithless when 
the Son of Man returns. And do we dare think that conditions 
will improve if Jesus takes longer to get here?
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That’s why Jesus encourages us through this parable to 
persistently pray for the Final Judgment. The widow’s 
constant coming to the judge was a way for her to keep 
being honest with herself about her precarious position. 
Our persistent prayers for the Final Judgment get us to 
continually be honest with ourselves, to admit that we are 
only earthen vessels, to face up to the times we lose 
interest in God’s work or lose heart and become afraid. 
Then, persistent prayer serves as an antidote to our fears. 
And at the same time persistent prayer reminds us of why 
we’re not afraid of the Final Judgment. We will get justice. 

We will be defended against our adversary, the devil. His 
accusations against us will be thrown out of courtroom of 
heaven. Our faith will be vindicated. 

Because we know who hears our persistent prayers and why. 
Only a few verses from this parable, we read about how Jesus’ 
adversaries were gathering for their final attack on Him. He 
Himself was in a precarious position. He would soon find 
Himself standing before a series of shameless judges who had 
no respect for God or man. Would God vindicate Him? Yes, 
God would defend His Son who prayed to Him day and night. 
And that vindication would be seen in Jesus’ resurrection, and 
would come by way of a cross. If Jesus was vindicated, then 
what of His followers for whom Jesus went to that cross? Will 
we not also be defended from our adversary and given final 
victory over him by being resurrected to eternal life?

For now, we still bear the cross, still pursued by our adversary 
the devil. But we are assured that because of Jesus’ death on the 
cross God hears our prayers. God hears all of our prayers. 
Because of His Son’s death for us, the Righteous Judge sets 
aside all righteous anger toward our sins. He sets aside His 
righteous anger and hears all of our prayers, including our 
prayers for those who are not yet ready for the Final Judgment. 
If a shameless judge listened to a powerless widow, how much 
more will the One who gave His Son for us listen to and 
respond to our prayers.                Amen
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